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World’s largest innovation lab designed to help achieve the UN
Sustainable Development Goals, in Singapore, May 30 – June 6

UNLEASH is a global innovation lab, convening 1,000 carefully selected millennial thought leaders from more
than 100 countries, who will collaborate on ideas and solutions to help achieve the UN Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). Singapore is the official host of UNLEASH 2018.
In 2017, the inaugural UNLEASH was held in August in Denmark, convening 1,000 talents from 129 countries.
Last November, Singaporean Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong was handed the host country torch for
UNLEASH 2018 by Danish Prime Minister Lars Løkke Rasmussen. “We each have a valuable contribution to
make to sustainable development,” observed PM Lee Hsien Loong. “I am happy that Singapore’s private sector
will be hosting UNLEASH 2018 and doing their part for the Sustainable Development Agenda. This gathering
of young, creative and innovative minds will harness the power of human ingenuity, to create imaginative
solutions that achieve the SDGs.”
For the upcoming event from May 30 to June 6, UNLEASH has again handpicked 1,000 talents from more
than 100 countries, who will work on challenges related to the SDGs, in eight different themes: Zero Hunger,
Health, Education, Water & Sanitation, Energy, Sustainable Cities, Responsible Supply Chain & Consumption,
and Climate Action. UNLEASH, a nonprofit, is sponsored by leading organizations within their fields, including
DBS Bank, Deloitte, National University of Singapore (NUS), Temasek, Keppel Corporation, Sembcorp
Industries, Hempel Foundation, Novo Nordisk Foundation, PSA International, Ramboll Foundation, SP Group,
ST Engineering, and World Diabetes Foundation.
This year’s UNLEASH program will integrate powerhouse Singaporean businesses with local ways of living,
thinking, and working: “Singapore embodies UNLEASH’s values of innovation, multi-culturalism, and crosssector partnerships,” says Flemming Besenbacher, chairman of UNLEASH, Carlsberg Group, and the
Carlsberg Foundation. “I’m looking forward to welcoming the new group of talents and to cement UNLEASH’s
status as a global and influential movement for the SDGs.”
An 8-day program to spark innovation for the Sustainable Development Goals
UNLEASH starts on May 30, when talents will be guided through a day of activities at Nanyang Technological
University’s (NTU), The Wave. Scheduled speakers include the founder of the World Toilet Organization Jack
Sim; and the founder of the Mara Group Ashish Thakkar.
Starting May 31, the talents will go through a four-day Innovation Lab held at NUS and NTU. The talents will
form teams that work on solutions within their areas of expertise. The lab will be facilitated by Lead Innovation
Partner Deloitte, who is continuing their involvement in UNLEASH from last year.
On June 5, the talent teams will pitch their solutions to experts, mentors and peers at NUS. Teams will then
go on to showcase their solutions to the public at the market place, which will be held alongside Ecosperity,
Temasek’s annual sustainability-focused conference at Suntec Convention Centre.
On June 6, the final day of UNLEASH, five winning teams will be picked to receive special prizes at the
UNLEASH Closing Ceremony. Here, 1,400 local and international stakeholders will convene to celebrate the
talents and be inspired by speakers such as President of Singapore Mdm Halimah Yacob; Nobel Peace Prize
laureate José Ramos-Horta; Oscar-winning actor and UNESCO Special Envoy for Peace and Reconciliation
Forest Whitaker; CEO of DBS Bank Piyush Gupta; and UNDP Innovation Champion Sophia the Robot.
Execution partners are the Carlsberg Foundation, Dalberg, and UNDP.
Interviews with organizers, talents or VIPs can be arranged upon request.
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UNLEASH Partners
UNLEASH works with a range of partners. The Diamond partners of UNLEASH include DBS Bank, Deloitte,
National University of Singapore, and Temasek. UNLEASH also works with a range of track sponsors and
ecosystem partners, who provide guidance and help to the talents.

Partner quotes
“We believe that businesses have a fundamental role to play in sustainable development. DBS is proud to be
a key partner of UNLEASH, and to be championing social entrepreneurship – a cornerstone of our
sustainability agenda. We’re excited to be supporting the 1,000 bright young minds coming together to create
solutions for a better future, and to be part of an important initiative that contributes towards the SDGs.”

-

Sim S. Lim, Singapore Country Head, DBS Bank

“Having played a role in the success of the inaugural UNLEASH in 2017, we are honoured to continue our
support as lead innovation partner and bring this meaningful experience to Singapore. Deloitte will be
sending a global team of 50 facilitators to help the UNLEASH talents advance their ideas through the
innovation process and we are excited to see how these wonderful ideas can be translated to help make the
world more sustainable for the future.”
-

Philip YUEN, Chief Executive Officer, Deloitte Southeast Asia and Singapore

“Temasek is a generational investor and we believe in creating opportunities for the next generation. That is
why we are happy to welcome UNLEASH as a partner for Ecosperity this year. Ecosperity is more than a
conference. It is an intergenerational effort to build a sustainable tomorrow – starting today.”
-

Robin Hu, Head, Sustainability & Stewardship Group, Temasek

“The National University of Singapore (NUS) is proud to be a Diamond Partner for UNLEASH. We
wholeheartedly support UNLEASH’s search for innovative solutions to achieve the UN Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). NUS itself is committed to incorporate sustainability into all aspects of university
life, from research, education, and enterprise, to public service and operations. NUS is pleased to provide
accommodation for the 1,000 talents and to host many of the Innovation Lab activities on our campus. Our
experts in various SDG themes will also guide the talents on their innovation process.”
-

Professor TAN Eng Chye, President of the National University of Singapore
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